
Public Meeting
APRIL 16TH,  2025
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Purpose of the Plan
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• Road map or blueprint for the future of the Town

• Looks at development trends, previously approved plans, 

demographic and economic data, and community perceptions

• Identifies specific recommendations and a growth map that guide 

future development



Plan Elements

3

The following plan elements are required by the South Carolina 
Planning Enabling Act:

• Population

• Economic Development

• Natural Resources

• Cultural Resources

• Community Facilities

• Housing

• Land Use

• Transportation 

• Priority Investment

• Resiliency



Planning Process
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• Background Research

• Initial Public Input

• Plan Vision and Goals

• Prepare Draft Plan

• Public Input on Draft Plan

• Develop Final Plan

• Adoption Process

July – October 2024

August – October 2024

November 2024 – January 2025

January – March 2025

April 2025

April – May 2025

May – June 2025



What’s Going On in Ridgeland?
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Source: US Census Bureau, Decennial Census

Regional 
Population 
Change 
(2000 – 
2020)



Ridgeland’s Historic Population
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Year

Po
pu

la
tio

n 3,756
Estimated 
population

2023

Source: US Census Bureau, Decennial Census



Regional Populations
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Geography 2000 Population 2010 Population 2020 Population

Ridgeland 2,556 4,036 3,758
Jasper County 20,678 24,777 28,791
Hardeeville 1,845 2,952 7,473
Beaufort County 120,937 162,233 187,117
South Carolina 4,012,012 4,625,364 5,118,425

Source: US Census Bureau, Decennial Census



Jasper County’s Population
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Year

Po
pu

la
tio

n

30,658
Estimated 
population

2022

The State projects the 
County to grow by almost 
20,000 residents by 2040

Source: Decennial Census and SC Revenue & Fiscal Affairs Office



What Have We Learned During The Process?
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Listening Session Take-aways

• Lots of potential

• Good bones downtown

• Rural feel, history, and heritage

• Want to protect natural resources

• Want growth (the right kind)

• Want more commercial and entertainment



What Have We Learned During Process?
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Community Survey Summary

109
Total 

Respondents



What Have We Learned During Process?
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Community Survey Summary



What Have We Learned During Process?
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Community Survey Summary



Draft Comprehensive Plan
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Vision Statement
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Ridgeland strives to maintain our small-town charm while 
growing in a manner that respects our traditional 

development patterns and valuable cultural and natural 
resources.

We seek to strengthen our downtown, our economy, and our 
community identity.

Moving forward, we will work with our neighbors to ensure 
that Ridgeland builds off and helps improve the Lowcountry 

as a whole.



Guiding Principles
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Actions
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Actions
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Guiding Principle 1: Growth Management

• Direct Growth

• Utilize the Future Land Use Map

• Support Infill Development

• Manage Growth

• Consider Utilities and Services When Approving Development

• Establish Impact Fees



Actions
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Guiding Principle 2: Downtown

• Increase Development Downtown

• Develop a Downtown Master Plan

• Improve the Appearance of Downtown

• Wayfinding Signage and Beautification Efforts

• Increase Activity  Downtown

• Consider a Downtown Management Organization



Actions
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Guiding Principle 3: Historic, Cultural, and Natural Resources

• Eco-Tourism / Historic Asset-Based Tourism

• Regional Trails 

• Promote Downtown, Honey Hill Battlefield, and Other 
Resources

• Protect Wetlands and Sensitive Areas

• Restrict Development in Sensitive Areas (Buffers, Conservation 
Easements, etc.)



Actions
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Guiding Principle 4: Economic Development

• Workforce Training

• Consider Workforce Training Programs

• Examine Feasibility for a Community or Technical College 

• Industry Attraction

• Continue Working with Partners (SCA and Retail Strategies)

• Examine Zoning and Land Development Regulations



Actions
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Guiding Principle 5: Coordination

• Regional Planning

• Improve Communication and Work Collaboratively with Jasper 
County, Beaufort County, municipalities, LCCOG, MASC, SoLoCo

• Leverage Regional Successes to Improve Ridgeland

• Build Off Momentum of Regional Attractions

• Increase Knowledge of Airport and Military Impacts

• MCAS Beaufort and Ridgeland Claude Dean Airport



Actions
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Guiding Principle 6: Appearance

• Public Properties

• Signage, Maintenance, Beautification, and Safety

• Private Properties

• Continue Code Enforcement, Community Clean Up Events

• Strengthen Design Standards

• Landscaping, Tree Preservation, and Zoning Code Assessment



Growth Map (future land use)
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• Used as a guide when considering development, 
rezonings, and similar applications

• Indicates desired future use of land, as well as future 
annexation areas

• Not regulatory, but should inform zoning decisions



Growth Map
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Growth Map (future land use)
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Future Land Use / Growth Map
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Restricted Development

• Character
• Generally rural, limited development

• Land Use and Context
• Conservation Land
• Agricultural Land
• Low Density Residential
• Limited Rural Commercial
• Public Recreation Areas
• Hunting Lands, Clubs, or Lodges



Future Land Use / Growth Map
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Secondary Growth Areas
• Character

• Generally limited development 
outside Town. New development 
should be limited to planned 
developments, carefully considered

• Land Use and Context
• Agricultural Land
• Low Density Residential
• Planned Developments / Special Districts



Future Land Use / Growth Map
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Primary Growth Areas

• Character

• Primarily suburban, with mainly 
residential uses. Commercial 
supported, as appropriate

• Land Use and Context
• Low Density Residential
• Limited Rural Commercial
• Planned Developments / Special Districts



Future Land Use / Growth Map
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Infill / Redevelopment

• Character

• Undeveloped or under-
developed but surrounded by 
development

• Land Use and Context
• Residential (med – high density)
• Commercial and Mixed Use
• Light Industrial



Future Land Use / Growth Map
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Approved Development

• Character

• Undeveloped or under-
developed but approved for 
development

• Land Use and Context
• Planned Subdivisions
• Planned Developments / Special 

Districts



Future Land Use / Growth Map
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Developed Land

Character

• Land that’s already developed

• Land Use and Context
• Residential (med – high density)
• Commercial and Mixed Use
• Light Industrial



Share Your Comments
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• On Project 
Website: 
PlanRidgeland.com

• In Person Tonight

• On Comment Cards 
Tonight

https://planridgeland.com/
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